
THE JURISPRUDENCE 
AND LEGACY  
OF THE HONORABLE 
JOSEPH F. WEIS JR.
 UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH  
SCHOOL OF LAW
MARCH 17, 2023

The Honorable Joseph F. Weis Jr. was a judge on 
the United States District Court for the Western 
District of Pennsylvania from 1970 to 1973, and 
on the United States Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit from 1973 until his death in 2014. His 
forty years of jurisprudence had a wide-ranging 
impact on American law, and his stewardship of 
the 1990 Federal Courts Study Committee had 
a major impact on the institutional structure of 
the federal judiciary. This one-day conference, 
held at Judge Weis’s law school alma mater, will 
feature four panels of nationally renowned legal 
scholars addressing substantive topics where his 
impact has been most lasting. An intersession will 
provide students drawn from area high schools, 
universities, and law schools with an opportunity 
to engage and interact with panelists and the 
audience on topics that include the panels’ focus.   

PANEL 1: FEDERAL JURISDICTION AND THE LEGACY OF 
THE 1990 FEDERAL COURTS STUDY COMMITTEE 
The Federal Courts Study Committee marked the most sweeping 
review of the federal judiciary in over a century. Under Judge Weis’s 
leadership as Chair, the Committee produced a report containing 
proposed reforms of the U.S. court system. One of the Committee’s 
recommendations led to the enactment of 28 U.S.C. § 1367 
regarding supplemental jurisdiction. Judicial interpretation of this 
provision was uneven and led to a split in the Courts of Appeals. 
Coming full circle, in Meritcare, Inc. v. St. Paul Mercury Ins. Co., 16 
F.3d 214 (3d Cir. 1999), Judge Weis also weighed in on the issue. 
This panel will discuss the Committee’s work, its impact, and the 
denouement of § 1367. 

PANEL 2: EXTRATERRITORIALITY AND INTERNATIONAL 
COMITY ABSTENTION AFTER MANNINGTON MILLS 
The exercise of federal jurisdiction over acts occurring abroad 
is a question that has vexed the federal judiciary for decades, 
leading to nearly a dozen decisions by the Supreme Court over 
the last 30 years. Judge Weis’s majority opinion in Mannington 
Mills, Inc. v. Congoleum Corp., 595 F.2d 1287 (3d Cir. 1979), still 
stands as a landmark decision on when a U.S. federal court should 
stay its hand in a transnational case. This panel will discuss the 
jurisprudential impact of Mannington Mills on the delicate act of 
balancing jurisdiction and international comity.

PANEL 3: IRREPRESSIBLE CIVILITY, PROFESSIONALISM, 
AND ETHICS IN DEFINING THE LAWYERING CAREER 
Few attributes better define Judge Weis’s service as a practitioner, 
jurist, teacher, scholar, innovator, partner, colleague, and mentor 
than his enduring civility, his professionalism and intrinsic 
kindness, and his sterling ethics. Examples from his jurisprudence 
are legion – among them, Judge Weis’s majority opinions in 
Gaiardo v. Ethyl Corporation and Mary Ann Pensiero, Inc. v. 
Lingle which helped define (and police) the boundary separating 
imaginative-though-unsuccessful lawyering from irresponsible-
and-sanctionable attorney misconduct. This panel will explore 
how the attributes of civility, professionalism, and ethics that 
Judge Weis so valued can be nurtured and reinforced in an era of 
outsized client expectations, unabated professional availability, 
instantaneous and immoderate communication, social media 
prevalence, litigation vitriol, and a burgeoning bar.

PANEL 4: EFFECTIVE APPELLATE ADVOCACY: THE 
WEIS-GUY AND WEIS-GAL PERSPECTIVE 
Judge Weis’s stature as an Appellate Jurist was built on a 
distinguished career as a straight-talking trial lawyer and on 
his uncanny ability to reduce complex legal concepts into 
basic, easy-to-understand concepts. A hallmark of his opinions 
involved straightforward opening paragraphs that cut to the core 
of complicated appellate issues that were then methodically 
dissected in objective, logical analyses. This panel of former 
clerks will explore practical tips and candid insights that Judge 
Weis embraced and that every practitioner should consider before 
submitting briefs and presenting oral argument.


